October 29, 2004 Patent Claiming Draft Seminar  --- Preliminary Materials ----

Dear Seminar Attendees:


This encloses questions about US patent drafting technique.  You may submit your answers to the questions and/or your feedback including your questions about the preliminary materials to Mr. Toshihiko Aikawa at czu10670@nifty.com or Shobayashi International Patent Office by email or regular mail such that your answer sheets as well as your feedback will be reviewed and returned to you with the answers and our comments individually by email or regular mail.  Your results and anonymous answers will be statistically processed and provided to Mr. Alfred Stadnicki (US Patent Attorney), who will present the seminar based on the results.   Therefore, your contributions will be critical to the seminar content.  


The following questions include 1. to find the most appropriate claim, 2. to make dependent claims based on the description, 3. to find any errors in the claims, and 4. to make a set of claims about the chemical substance based on the description.  We hope you would enjoy the practices and look forward to seeing you on October 29, 2004.

********************  Problems  ******************************

++++  Problems 1 - 3 are based on the following description and drawings.  +++++

Soap dish 

The prior art nowhere teaches a soap dish with a soap removal feature which can be fabricated in one piece and also obviate further assembly. Neither is there available a low-cost soap dish with an integral hinging action which will permit the lifting of certain integral portions of the dish to serve as removal projections in conjunction with a tab portion. The prior art provides multicomponent soap removal trays with no provision for a soap dish which can be injection molded from a plastic resinous material and further formed, if desired, as part of a retention or shelf structure. 

A one-piece soap dish 10 which can be molded as a single part yet will permit the lifting of projectable portions 14 by movement of a tab portion 15 so that a soap bar 40 can be lifted and tilted from the dish 10.  The lifting of the projectable portions 14 is provided by an integral hinge 20 which is placed between the tab portion 15 and the floor 11.  The one-piece soap dish 10 can be molded with an integral bottom drip tray 30 as well as wall members 24, 25 to provide a confinement for the soap 40.

It includes a floor portion 11 with rib members 12 extending upwardly therefrom. Also forming a part of floor portion 11 are projectable portions 14 which are integrally connected to a push tab portion 15 and have upwardly extending ribs 22. Hinge sections 20 are also formed in floor 11 and are disposed between rib members 12 and push tab 15. It will be noted that projectable portions 14 are formed in floor 11 by means of longitudinal slots 16 which are joined at the ends opposite tab 15 by a transverse slot 18. These slots 16 and 18, in addition to allowing the projectable portions 14 to move upwardly when tab 15 is moved downwardly, also permit drainage of water from soap such as 40. In addition, drainage slots 17 are also disposed in floor 11.  Stop members 28 and 27 extending from floor 11 and tab portions 15, respectively, prevent excessive inward bending of tab 15.

In order to retain a bar of soap on dish 10, side walls 24 and 25 joined by back wall 26 extend upwardly from floor 11.  A drip tray 30 can be molded integrally with dish 10 and pivotally attached thereto as by means of hinge 33. Tray 30 is secured under dish 10 by means of flange 31 engaging groove 32 of flange 35 extending downwardly from floor 11. Feet 38 provide a desired standoff and can be of the friction engaging type. Extending from back wall 26 is a hook section 34 for attachment to wall bracket 36 of bathroom wall 37.
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1. Based on the drawings and description, which is the most appropriate claim?
(1) A one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining at least two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


at least one projectable portion having an upper surface integrally formed in said floor portion by means of slots integrally molded through said floor portion and adjacent said rib members; 


a tab portion integrally connected to said projectable portion, and 


a hinge section integrally connecting said tab portion with said floor portion adjacent said stationary rib members, said upper surface of said at least one projectable portion normally lying in a plane below said rib members so that when a downward force is exerted on said tab portion, an upward force will be transmitted to said projectable portion to contact a piece of soap and cause the piece of soap to be lifted from said rib members and into a person's hand.
(2) A one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining at least two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


at least one projectable portion having an upper surface integrally formed in said floor portion by means of slots integrally molded through said floor portion and adjacent said rib members; and 


a tab portion integrally connected to said projectable portion.

(3) A one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining at least two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


at least one projectable portion having an upper surface integrally formed in said floor portion by means of slots integrally molded through said floor portion and adjacent said rib members; and 


a tab portion integrally connected to said projectable portion; and 


wall members providing a confinement of a piece of soap.

(4) A one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining at least two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


at least one projectable portion having an upper surface integrally formed in said floor portion by means of slots integrally molded through said floor portion and adjacent said rib members; 


a tab portion integrally connected to said projectable portion, and 


a hinge section integrally connecting said tab portion with said floor portion adjacent said stationary rib members, said upper surface of said projectable portion normally lying in a plane below said rib members so that when an upward force is exerted on said tab portion, a downward force will be transmitted to said projectable portion to contact a piece of soap and cause the piece of soap to be lifted from said rib members and into a person's hand.
(5) A one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining at least two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


at least one projectable portion having an upper surface integrally formed in said floor portion by means of slots integrally molded through said floor portion and adjacent said rib members; and


a hinge section integrally connecting said tab portion with said floor portion adjacent said stationary rib members, said upper surface of said projectable portion normally lying in a plane below said rib members so that when an upward force is exerted on said tab portion, a downward force will be transmitted to said projectable portion to contact a piece of soap and cause the piece of soap to be lifted from said rib members and into a person's hand.
2. Make four dependent claims based on the above drawings and description as directed.
(1) Limit the projectable portion by letting it include an upwardly extending rib member.

(2) Limit the floor portion such that a multiplicity of rib members and a multiplicity of projectable portions are alternately arranged with respect to said stationary rib members.
(3) Let the dish include opposing side wall members and a back wall member extending upwardly from said floor portion, said back wall member positioned opposite said tab portion.
(4) Let the dish include a continuous curved wall member extending upwardly from said floor portion and spaced from said tab portion.
3. Identify as many errors in the claims as possible.

What is claimed is:

1.  The one-piece soap dish comprising: 


a floor portion defining two upwardly extending stationary rib members; 


a projectable portion having said upper surface integrally formed adjacent said rib member; 


the tab portion integrally connected to said projectable portion, and 


a hinge section integrally connecting said tab portion with said floor portion, said upper surface of said projectable portion normally lying in a plane below said rib members so that when a downward force is exerted on said tab portion, an upward force will be transmitted to said projectable portion to contact a piece of soap and cause the piece of soap to be lifted from said rib members and into a person's hand.
4. Fill in the blanks of the following set of claims based on the following disclosure.

Hydroxy ether carboxylates 
Hydroxy ether carboxylates represented by the formula:
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wherein X is hydrogen, alkyl containing from 1 to 20 carbon atoms, alkali metal, ammonium, alkyl ammonium containing from 1 to 4 carbon atoms or alkanol ammonium containing from 1 to 4 carbon atoms and A is hydrogen, methyl, ethyl or CH2OH.  

The ester and acid forms of the compounds of this invention are useful as intermediates for preparation of the salt forms as will be apparent from the description of methods of preparing compounds of this invention.  

(1)  Compounds represented by the formula 
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 wherein A is (    ) (      ) the group (      ) (    ) hydrogen, methyl, ethyl and --  CH2OH and X is (    ) (    ) the group (     ) (    ) hydrogen, alkali metal, ammonium, alkyl ammonium containing 1 to 4 carbon atoms alkanol ammonium containing 1 to 4 carbon atoms, and alkyl groups containing 1 to 20 carbon atoms. 

(2) Compounds according to claim 1 wherein (   ) is sodium. 

(3) Compounds according to claim 1 wherein (    ) is CH2OH.
